US Association Name

Let's make everyone feel as if they belong

by Jérôme Daoust

   

Our association's name (and its acronym) is overdue for a change to honor its multiple disciplines.

 

Abbreviations:  PG (ParaGlider), HG (Hang-Glider).

 

Some advocates of keeping the name in its current HG-only form, have said :

1. PG is by definition a HG, so HG is generic enough.  This is playing both sides of the fence, depending on what is convenient at the time. Reality check:

· Our association has separate rating designations, separate skill sets.

· Pilots make a clear distinction of their equipment being either PG or HG.  Tell a HG pilot you had a collapse on your HG or had problems inflating it, and they will quickly set you straight.

· Accident reports and statistics make a clear distinction.

We must align ourselves with the common notion that PG and HG are 2 different things.  

2. Only a small percentage of members have participated in the related polls, more important issue could be addressed instead.

· Poll participation has always been low. The polls on this issue, were the most popular, revealing its importance. If left unresolved, this issue will remain and grow.

3. Cost concerns:

· Andre Nadeau, HPAC, writes (2004/3/2):  In Canada, there is a small fee to change a corporation name - I think $50.
· Mark G. Forbes, 2004/3/16 :  Minimal. We're not going to 'scrap' anything. We'll use it up, and order new stuff as needed. We don't keep huge amounts of inventory around. The magazine gets printed every month. Changing the name there isn't going to cost much.

· Printed matter, logo, and swag.

· Mark G. Forbes, 2004/3/16 :  We've got both our magazine art director and some volunteers. As for swag, we haven't put any effort into new stuff in the past few years, because it's not much of a moneymaker.

· Steve Roti (Honorary Director), 2005/3/6: Almost all USHGA forms are in electronic format and are printed on demand now so there will be little "reprinting cost" for forms.

· Web site.

· Steve Roti, 2005/3/6: I will volunteer my time to make all necessary changes to the USHGA Web site at no cost.

4. If PG turns out to be a temporary trend, we will be happy we kept the old name.  But PG is growing, not fading away.  Recent statistics :

	 
	PG
	HG

	2/04/2002
	39.5 %
	60.5 %

	2/27/2003
	40.1 %  (+0.6 over 2002)
	59.9 %

	2/20/2004
	41.7 %  (+1.6 over 2003)
	58.3 %

	2/22/2005
	42.8 %  (+1.1 over 2004)
	57.2 % 


5. PG should reach 50% of members before we consider reviewing the association name.  This has no basis.  And what happens when PG reaches more than 50% ?  Deciding a name solely based on the majority of participants is wrong and ostracizes the other disciplines.

6. We must keep the same name to preserve brand value and recognition.  Unlike IBM or big celebrities, our name has very little influence on our product sales.  Organizations we report to, will recognize us in the same way (there is no competition).

7. You seem to forget that PG pilots were adopted into our association, and benefiting from all our previous hard work.  That hard work is recognized and our association's history will remain.

8. Why don't you learn to fly a real soaring machine (suggesting a HG) ?  There is no such thing as a real soaring machine.  A HG doesn't perform as well as a sailplane, nor offer the convenience of a PG, it is a compromise.

9. If you don't like our association name, you are welcome to leave.  Not liking the current name has nothing to do with the appreciation of those working for our association or what it represents and offers.  Suggesting that members leave (to form another association), is self-destructive.

10. People don't take up a new sport because of the name of an association.  This name change is aimed at respecting/pleasing existing members.

11. The FAA and Forest Park Service would need to modify documents, inviting policy reviews and unwanted side effects.  

· This plays on the fear of the unknown, which is a good scare tactic.  Reality would be more balanced, and if any policy is reviewed, it could also be to our benefit.

· Mark G. Forbes, 2004/3/16 :  Informing FAA isn't a big deal; our exemptions are being revised as Sport Pilot is implemented, and they know who we are whether our initials are "USHGA" or something else.

12. These efforts are just scheming and destructive.  The goal is to eliminate the current name dissatisfaction, then move on to work on bigger issues with a greater sense of belonging. This process is being done in an open and public manner, not lobbied in secret. FYI: Many have quietly asked that this initiative be killed. Now, who is scheming?

13. If some members feel alienated by our current name, that's their problem.  A disrespectful comment.

14. There isn't a better name anyway.  I can think of many.

15. We made our own poll at our club and there was no interest.  Small sampling group and local politics can easily prevail.

16. If our association changes its name, I will leave.  Isn't this what people say (threats), when they run out of good arguments ?

 

Having an association name biased as HG-only, it conveys :  HG rules here. Let's turn the tables:

Our association has a PG-only name.  How does a HG pilot feel about it ?

That's the way I feel now.  Making our association name non-HG specific, will generate a greater sense of belonging from other disciplines.

 

This change is overdue as other countries are far in the lead in revising their names:

· "Free Flight": Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, France, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia, Venezuela.

· "HG+PG": Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Korea, New Zealand, South Africa, UK.

Let's stop talking about collaboration, let's show it to the world,


Jérôme Daoust, mostly PG, a few solo HG hours.

 



